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QUESTIONS AT ANY TIME TO CABINET PORTFOLIO HOLDERS 
 

 
Response by the Portfolio Holder: 
 
Many thanks for your enquiry of 7 May. 
  
It is always the  aim to keep Local Members updated of  Council decisions that may 
affect their Ward, and I’m sure you will agree that given the many issues in Hay in 
recent years we have always sought to keep you updated.  Work pressures involving 
Covid 19 priorities  meant that on this occasion Property Offices were not able to 
update  you of the proposal. 
  
Following a review of the future of the former Council Offices in Hay, I was able to 
confirm that it served no operational or service need and should be declared surplus 
and sold on the open market. The Town Council were informed of this decision and 
their request to remain temporarily in part of the building under an interim  Licence 
arrangement  has been supported. Marketing of the property will commence as soon 
as Covid 19 restrictions permit.  
  
Part of the site comprises the original garden which had been utilised as a small 
number of allotments under an Agreement  which allowed 12 months notice to be 
served in order to gain possession.  It was concluded that it was practical to include 
this land when marketing the building as this was prudent estate management 
ensuring the optimum capital receipt was gained and releasing the Council of all 
future maintenance liability for the extensive boundary wall. It also meant that any 
rights of access over the Council Offices’ paths would not exist, this is an important 
consideration with regards public liability.       
  
The Council have not formally engaged in any planning discussion with the Brecon 
Beacons National Park Authority and considers that prospective 
purchases/interested parties may make their own enquires based on their proposals 
for the building and site.   
  
The land that comprises the allotments is not considered to be a designated 
allotment under statute and consequently Welsh Minister approval is not deemed to 
be required to serve notice or to dispose of the site. The land was not originally 
acquired for allotment purpose.  
  
With regards providing replacement land for the loss of these growing spaces it is 
proposed to have further discussion with the Town Council  with regards land it is 
purchasing for the Cemetery extension which is conveniently located and has level 
access. You will be aware that my Council is providing substantial funding  to assist 
in this purchase to enable part of the land to be  developed for a much needed 
cemetery extension. A significant part of the site being purchased is not immediately 
required for Cemetery use and it seems an ideal location to provide growing spaces.  
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